John McMillan: Sales pitch brings risks for rugby

Pele, the great soccer player, a few years ago campaigned for a change in the ownership of
Brazil's soccer clubs. The owners ran the clubs as their personal fiefdoms. Corruption was rife.
There were accusations that the clubs bribed referees, and even that the clubs were conduits for
laundering the profits from drug trafficking.

Despite Pele's prestige and position - he was at the time the minister of sports - the clubs
mustered enough support in the Congress to kill his proposed reforms.

The New Zealand Rugby Union, according to a recent news report, is thinking about privatising
the Super 12 teams. In what would be the biggest shake-up of rugby's administration since the
game turned professional in 1995, the union envisages selling the teams for $5 million to $8
million each. If enacted, this proposal would bring to New Zealand rugby, in effect, Brazil-style
ownership.
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